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October 2021, #215.

Price: Donation of $10 American, Canadian, or the 
equivalent in blood-letting. 

Welcome to the first of four special 50th Anniversary 
issues of The Wittenburg Door.

This is our Best-Of 1970’s issue. The Best-Of 1980’s 
issue will be coming soon (before the end of 2021). 
No, your math isn’t wrong if you are counting the 
decades. But if you have been following the misad-
ventures of The Door, you’ll remember that we didn’t 
publish for a decade in the 2010s. So we have lots to 
make up for. 

Please enjoy this issue and ‘Keep on Truckin’. 

FOUNDER
Mike Yaconelli (1942-2003)
HONORARY PUBLISHER / NAGGING VOICE 
IN OUR HEADS
Ole Anthony (1938-2021)
PUBLISHER / TOKEN SOUTH AMERICAN
Gus Mujica
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EDITOR
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ROOM
Nancy Wing
IT + WEB / THE PERSON EVERYONE ALWAYS 
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Brian Medlin
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COVER ILLUSTRATION
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The Wittenburg Door is a registered non-profit organi-
zation in the State of North Carolina. 
We hope to publish quarterly … once we get past 
these four 50th Anniversary issues. Our publishing, 
editorial, graphics, and writing staff are located all 
over the world. Official headquarters are in Asheville, 
North Carolina, USA. But most of us have never been 
there. 

The publisher can be reached at gus@wittenburgdoor.
com.

The senior managing editor can be reached at mur-
ray@wittenburgdoor.com.

For publication and/or web-based submissions, 
requests, media releases, etc, please contact the above 
emails. 

Writer’s guidelines are available at our website. To 
send a letter to the editor, purchase back issues or 
swag, or for “customer service,” visit out web site 
at www.wittenburgdoor.com. Most other pertinent 
information can be found on the web site.



I can’t believe 
they cut my 

interview from 
the 50th 

Anniversary.
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Why would we lead with this 
Mike Yaconelli article, given 
all our 1970s options? 

It was clearly a metaphor 
for something. But like all 
metaphors, it looses its power 
when it has to be explained. 

As new Keepers of The Door, 
the story about a boy who 
wanted to fight fires was 
inspiring. We are the boys 
(we do have women Keepers) 
who see the (metaphoric) 
fires, want to fight them, and 
want to help people who feel 
trapped by the flames. 

We think you see the fires 
too. But what do we do about 
them? We study, we learn, we 
discuss, we create. And now 
we publish. 

So we are in ’the game’ 
(although we are notorious 
cheaters). While we fully in-
tend to start a few fires of our 
own, we think of them as a means to keeping larger fires 
from spreading. 

Firefighters have their means of fighting fires. Our means 
of fighting people who take themselves too seriously in 
the name of God and use faith as a weapon to further their 
own interests is satire. For us Door Keepers, the lesson in 
Mike’s article reminds us that we don’t want to die saying, 
“I have never put out a real fire.”

This Wittenburg Door issue is part-one of four Anniversary 
issues. There will be also anniversary issues celebrating 

the Wittenburg Door in the 1980s, 1990s, and 2000s. 
‘What about the 2010s?’ The Door was on hiatus. ‘Why?’ 
Money and tragedies. It has been 50 years since the first 
official issue of the magazine and we are back in busi-
ness. 

What will the 2020s look like? Satire has three levels; 
gentle teasing, direct criticisms, and outright scorn. We 
expect that we will cover the gambut. As the previous 
publisher, Ole Anthony, would say; “We haven’t done our 
job if we didn’t go too far and offended someone. That’s 
the only way we know where the line is.” Our triune 
goal is simple: be smart, be relevant, and (most of all) be 

funny. 

Each decade had a particular 
audience. The audience in the 
1970s were ministers working 
with youth. Our current audi-
ence are people who identify 
as ‘Christian’ but for many 
reasons have pulled away 
from church culture and rhet-
oric to live faith outside their 
parents’ organized religion. 
However, we all still seek 
community. The Wittenburg 
Door as an opportunity to help 
fill the void. We are a commu-
nity and invite you to join us. 

Some housekeeping details; 
• This is primarily a 
digital magazine. If you want 
a hard-copy, we will make an 
option available.
• We want you to partici-
pate by emailing the editor@
wittenburgdoor.com.
• Subscribe to our social 
media (Facebook and Insta-
gram) sites to get daily extras.

• Subscribe to our monthly news letter at www.witten-
burgdoor.com

• We are a registered non-profit organization. We are 
not in it for the money. Stay tuned for information 
on how you can help support a (somewhat) worthy 
cause. 

We look forward to hearing from you. Let people know 
about The Wittenburg Door. We don’t intend to fight the 
fires alone. 

The Keepers of the Door
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Throughout the Wittenburg Door’s history, they often did retrospects. The pub-
lishers and editors were conscious of what they were going, conscious of what 
they thought needed to be done, and conscious of wanting to have fun doing 

it. Their audience focused on people int the church culture, particularly people 
working in youth ministry. The Door was part of the Youth Specialties family, 

after all. 
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With so many interviews to choose from, we landed on Billy Graham. (Note: 
watch for an interview with Franklin Graham in the early 2022 Wittenburg Door 
issue.) Who better identifies with the 1970s evangelical church culture? We didn’t 
expect you could think of anyone. Christian or not, everyone knew who he was. 
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“One hotdog 
with 

everything!”

“You mention Oral 
Roberts one more 
time and I’ll...”
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Gus Mujica
Publisher, The Wittenburg Door

THE BACK DOOR
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My doubt was great. My inner skeptic peaked. The 
pastor’s words echoed loud and clear. “If you don’t 
feel God in this place…” he said. What? He let the 
sentence dangle there. I didn’t feel God in this place. 
I felt only my guitar slung around my neck. I saw 
the open mouths of the faithful filled up on empty 
calories. Here I thought I was a believer. Oh well, I 
must not be a Christian after all.

It was the music and the people that drew me into 
the evangelical church. I did my part for Christ
playing in the band, hauling the gear, staying in 
5-star hotels, and eating well. It was the ride of my
life. With our dazzling lights and hypnotic minor 
chords we helped steer the flock along the true path. 
It never felt dirty until it did. Was it a problem inside 
me? Or was the problem with organized religion 
itself? Was it a problem with the whole world? Was 
God really dead?

Me and my bandmates once poked fun at the sleazy 
preachers for whom the gospel was a career path 
rather than a calling. We called them the chodes. 
And I had become just another chode.

So I walked out of the back door of the church and 
embraced the wilderness. I was without a church

and not interested in searching for another one. It was 
more than a break-up, more like a death.

I had reverted back to the 19-year-old version of myself 
who had once asked God to take his life. Having moved 
away from home, lost all my friends and hopes, I prayed 
by my bedside that God would send down his massy 
hand and shut my teenage eyes forever. I woke up the 
next morning feeling like a million bucks. I didn’t know 
it at the time but I had experienced a kind of on-the-
cross moment. I had died a little. But I had embraced 
death. And in that death there was yet more life to
live.

And years later, walking out the back door of the evan-
gelical church, I had died again. And in that death, 
again, there was life. One of my bandmates introduced 
me to a filthy rag called The Wittenburg Door. It was he-
retical, it was disgusting, it was sacriligious. And it was 
perfect. I no longer felt like a chode. I saw that the road 
to wisdom often starts in folly. And there is much joy
and suffering to be had along the way.

For those who have ever felt abused and discarded by 
the chodes in sheep’s clothing, we see you, we are you. 
Embrace the wilderness. Welcome to the back door.




